**.  .  .  Um  schtevemenU  vf  tlie  Necra 
property  oet  fortk  will  crow*  him  m 
»  factor  In  early  human  progreaa  and 
a  maker  of  modem  clvUlaatlon.” 

— Dr.  Carter  Woodaon 
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Ida  B.  Wdls-Barnetf* 


Bom,  July  16,  1862,  in  Holly 
Springs,  Mississippi.  She  received 
her  education  at  Rusk  College  and 
later  at  Fisk  University. 

A  Journalist  of  outstanding  reputa¬ 
tion.  she  was  part-owner  and  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  "Free  Speech”  in  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tennessee.  A  fearless  oppo¬ 
nent  of  Jim  Crow,  she  lashed  out 
continuously  at  injustices  meted 
out  to  Negroes.  So  effective  was 
her  writing  that  her  newspaper 
was  destroyed  by  a  white  mob 
and  she  was  forcibly  driven  from 
Memphis  in  1892. 

In  Chicago,  she  joined  the  staff  of 
the  first  Negro  newspaper  pub¬ 
lished  there,  the  "Conservator.”  It 
had  been  founded  by  Ferdinand 
Lee  Barnett  (1878)  who  was  at 
the  time  an  assistant  States  At¬ 
torney  of  Illinois.  Miss  Wells  mar¬ 
ried  Barnett,  June  27,  1895,  and 
four  children  were  born:  Alfreda, 
Ida,  Charles,  and  Herman. 

Mrs.  Barnett  continued  her  relent¬ 
less  light  for  better  civil  rights  for 
the  Negro.  She  became  a  “sharp- 


minded  and  sharp-tongue”  spokes¬ 
man  against  the  terrible  lynching 
situation  of  her  day.  In  fact,  some 
historians  give  her  credit  for  origi¬ 
nating  and  carrying  forward  the 
anti-lynching  crusade  ^more  than 
any  other  single  person. 

Her  etforts  kept  her  in  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  the  United  States  and 
in  Europe.  She  was  among  the 
first  to  point  out  the  falsity  of 
the  charge  of  rape  as  “explaining 
lynching,”  and  to  expose  it  as  a 
prime  devise  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  plantation  system.  Robert 
S.  Abbott,  founder-publisher  of  the 
“Chicago  Defender"  was  inspired 
as  a  visiting  Hampton  student, 
when  he  heard  Mrs.  Barnett  speak 
at  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposi¬ 
tion,  in  Chicago. 

A  genius  at  organization,  she  cre¬ 
ated  a  number  of  clubs  and  so¬ 
cieties,  among  which  were:  “The 
North-side  Women’s  Club,”  “The 
Ideal  Club,”  and  “The  Ida  B.  Wells 
Club”  (still  in  existence,  since 
1893);  “The  Woman’s  Royal 
Union”  in  New  York  and  Brook¬ 
lyn.  She  also  organized  “The  Ne¬ 
gro  Fellowship  League”  in  1908, 

In  1898,  Mrs.  Barnett,  with  a 
Chicago  delegation  of  Illinois  Con¬ 
gressmen,  called  on  President  Mc¬ 
Kinley  at  the  White  House,  March 
21st,  concerning  the  lynching  of 
Postmaster  Baker  of  Lake  City. 
S.  C.  She  made  a  very  strong  plea 
to  the  President  requesting  the 
government  to  protect  and  inde¬ 
mnify  families  of  the  lynching  vic¬ 
tims.  (Promises  were  given,  but 
nothing  was  ever  done).  As  s^- 
retary  of  The  National  Afro-Am¬ 
erican  Council  Meeting,  August  17 
1899,  she  recorded  the  minutes  and 
resolutions  of  the  convention. 
Ferdinand  Lee  Barnett  (her  hus¬ 
band),  became  the  first  Negro  to 
seek  election  as  a  Chicago  Munici¬ 
pal  Judge.  Though  he  was  en- 
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HERITAGE  CALENDAR 

DECEMIER 


I.  Montgomery  (Ala. »  bus  pro¬ 
test  began,  1955. 

John  Brown  hanged  at 
Charles  Town,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  1859. 

H.  Lincoln’s  first  annual  mes¬ 
sage  proposes  Colonization 
for  Negroes,  1861. 

4.  Alpha  Phi  Alpha,  first  Ne¬ 
gro  Greek  letter  society  or¬ 
ganized  as  a  fraternity,  1906. 

5.  National  Council  of  Negro 
Women,  organized  1935. 

6.  C  o  lu  m  b  u  s  discovered  the 
Island  of  Haiti,  1496. 

7.  Delaware  joined  the  Union, 
1787. 

8.  Re.solutiun  passed  at  Na¬ 
tional  Ekiual  Rights  Conven¬ 
tion  to  include  Negiws,  1873. 

».  S.  R.  Lowry,  religious  edu¬ 
cator,  born  1830. 

Id.  "Human  Rights  Day”  as 
established  by  the  United 
Nations,  1948. 

II.  Robert  Morris,  first  Negro 
to  practice  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  died  1882. 

12.  P  u  b  1  i  c  Meeting,  Shiloh 
Church,  NYC,  to  raise  funds 
for  the  welfare  of  freedmen 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  1861. 

18.  Negro  servicewomen  sworn 
into  WAVES  for  the  first 
time,  1944. 

14.  John  Mercer  Langston,  onl> 
Negro  Representative  from 
Virginia,  born  1829. 

15.  Negro  troops  fought  in  (he 
Battle  of  Nashville,  1864. 

16.  Augusta  Savage,  sculptress, 
commissioned  byN.  Y. 
World’s  Fair  Committee  to 
create  a  piece  symbolizing 
Negro  contribution  to  music, 
1937. 


17.  John  Greenleaf  Whittier, 
poet  of  freedom,  born  1807. 

18.  13th  Constitutional  Amend¬ 
ment,  prohibiting  slavery, 
ratified,  18^. 

19.  Carter  G.  Woodson,  histor¬ 
ian  -  founder  of  Association 
for  Study  of  Negro  Life  and 
History,  born  1875. 

20.  Dr.  Robert  Russa  Moton, 
elected  principal,  Tuskegee 
Normal  and  Industrial  Insti¬ 
tute,  1915. 

21.  Mass.  Army  officers  request 
that  Salem  Poor  be  honored 
for  his  outstanding  valor 
during  the  Battle  of  Bunker 
Hill,  1775. 

22.  Thomas  Wentworth  Higgin- 
son,  commander  of  Negro 
Civil  War  soldiers,  born  1^3. 

28.  Montgomery  (Ala.)  bus  boy¬ 
cott  ends  segregation,  1955. 

24.  United  Kingdom  of  Libya, 
day  of  Independence,  1951. 

25.  La  Chevalier  de  St.  Georges, 
distinguished  French  musi¬ 
cian  and  soldier,  born  1745. 

26..  Governor- General  Felix 
Eboue  of  French  Equatorial 
Africa  (now  French  Congo 
Republic),  born  1844. 

27.  First  A  M  E  Zion  Church 
established  at  New  Bern, 
N.C.,  1862. 

28.  American  Colonization  Soci¬ 
ety,  founded  1817. 

29.  Andrew  Johnson,  17th  Pres¬ 
ident,  born  1808. 

80.  Andrew  W.  Abbott,  one  of 
the  first  Negroes  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Army  Medical 
Service,  died  1913. 

81.  Charles  W.  Bowman,  first 
Negro  licensed  to  operate  a 
Motion  Picture  Machine, 
born  1891. 
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dorsed  by  the  Chicago  Bar  Asso> 
ciation,  white  Republicans  openly 
stated  that  they  would  not  support 
a  Negro  for  judge.  Running 
against  such  opposition,  he  lost  by 
only  304  votes. 

When  Mary  White  Ovington  in 
1909,  with  English  Walling  and 
Henry  Moskovitz  issued  "The 
Call"  (later  the  basis  for  a  plan¬ 
ning  meeting  prior  to  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  NAACP),  Ida  B.  Wells- 
Bamett  was  one  of  the  fifty-three 
educators,  writers,  publicists,  so¬ 
cial  workers,  etc.,  who  signed  the 
proclamation.  Later  that  year 
(May  31),  she  gave  a  talk  against 
lynching  at  a  planning  meeting. 

In  1913  she  was  appointed  by 
Chief  Justice  Harry  Olson,  Adult 
Probation  Officer  for  Chicago.  The 
"Chicago  Equal  Rights  League" 
elected  her  vice-president  in  1915 
and  in  1919  the  same  group  select¬ 
ed  her  as  its  representative  at  the 
Paris  (France)  Peace  Conference. 
In  addition,  Mrs.  Barnett  was  a 
trustee  of  the  Amanda  Smith  In¬ 
dustrial  School  for  Girls. 
Coneerned  about  the  problem  of 
newcomers  to  Chicago,  she  oper¬ 
ated  a  Center  at  2840  South  State 
Street,  on  a  non-sectarian  basis. 
Her  work  kept  her  in  court  in  her 
efforts  to  be  of  help.  In  1921,  she 
had  a  serious  operation  and  began 
to  slow  down.  Mrs.  Barnett  con¬ 
tinued  to  lecture  and  work  in  poli¬ 
tics.  attempting  to  teach  Negroes 


the  value  of  their  voting  power. 
On  Mart-h  2S,  1931.  in  Chicago,  site 
died. 

To  commemorate  the  outstanding 
contributions  made  to  the  city  and 
the  nation  by  this  great  woman,  a 
large  housing  community,  located 
on  Chicago's  South  Side  (Pershing 
Road  and  South  Parkway,  etc.) 
was  named  for  her  in  1940.  The 
Ida  B.  Wells  Homes  offers  1,658 
apartments,  with  an  additional  650 
in  an  extention — both  for  low-in¬ 
come  families,  under  Chieaco 
Housing  Authority  supervision 
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Puhlisiied  bi-weekly  as  an  in¬ 
formal  nevs'sletter  planned  to 
iiifoiin.  instruct  and  stimulate 
further  interest  in  the  story 
of  Negro  contributions  to  man¬ 
kind.  Regular  Subscription 
Rate,  $3.00  Annually.  Sugges¬ 
tions  requested.  All  subscrip¬ 
tions  begin  with  Vol.  1,  No.  1. 
Washable,  plastic  binder,  post¬ 
paid.  .1S2.25.  Phone:  DR.  3- 
297:t. 
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